CITY OF SAN DIFGO HISTORICAL SITE BOARD REGISTER NG, 32

1. LOCATION DESCRIPTION 2. NAME OF SITE -
sireet No. . 4017 Harley 3t. 0ld Town San Diego : .
Lagal Deseription* Lot 1, Blk 480.01d Town San Diego DERBY~PENDLETON HOUSE
Other Identification . 3, OWNERSHIP DATA
: Original Juan Bandini
""" - Fresent County of San Dieqgo
4. FACTUAL DETAILS , Y address  Director of Parks & Recveation
Origiral Use  Residence ' 2725 Congress 5t.
Presert Use  Historic Museum : L © San Diego, Ca 92110
Architest
- Builder Juan Bandini ‘ 5. PHYSICALDETAILS A small two-story frame house
~+ Deteor Period American ' StyiGreel-Revivel Jwith & one story addition at
Other Lt heolge He Derby tived here duringj No.of Siaries rear of which is part adobe,
his stay in San Diego, 1853~1855 _ | Wali Construction Frame portion built in classic
‘ ' Condition _ revival of prefab Massachusetts
_ “ Tumber and shipped around horn.
- GTHER COMMENTS Exterior Importaﬁ%”@pen?igs arranged
leCUrde by Historical American Building Good _ symmetrically,
Survey HABS (Cal-430) Moved from orig, site at 3877 Harpey St. in 1962

- w\’ o "L’S*' WL
7. SUMMARY: HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND NOTAELE FEATURES L. . . ) G RETTORS
: Juan Bandini built this house for hics daughter

in 1851. Conception was married to Capt. Charles Johnson. It was .rented to George Derby

during the time he wrote under the pen name of John Phoenix & John Sguibob, for the San Diego
rald introducing a format of western humor recognized as of historical significance in

the history of American literature. House was purchased by George A. Pendleton in 1859,

a West Point graduate who organized the San Diego Guard., From 1855 until his death in 1871

' he held the combined offices of County Clerk and Recorder. He used the house &s his office,

- and on cccasion he was San Diego's only county 0ff?¢ia}ﬁ o

referencest Thorme WL Literature, Urama, Music. ”Nat?mnaﬁ*?ark‘ﬁervﬁcr Burvey of Historical

Sites_and Buildings. History of San Diego by Wm. Smythe, P.242. Oscar Lewis
| &h%4£$i¢£“iq 1305 Rir hZ=-Lh. Hoover .and Rensch !haﬁQ&J&nQHQiS in"California, €
Qiooo published by Jr. League of San Diego, 1968.
8. tLocational Map {optional) ' | 9. Photograph
|
i .
i .
|
|
10. TRANSMITTAL RECORD - o 111.NAMEANDADDRESE(JFHECQRDOWNEF{
Bate ‘ - Dazte ' County of San Diego
Bldy. {nsp. _ Site Owner . Director of Parks & Recreation
Commuliity Dav. . Fire Dept. . 2725 Congress St'.,.
Enginearing Pris. & Pub, Bidg, - ) San Diego, Ca 92110
Planning '
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Historically or
Architecturally
Significant
Landmarks

Priority

Name of Landmark
Derby-Pendleton House

Location 4021 Harney St.

cvoa >
}ﬁ%&t PENDLETO N

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Year Completed 1851 Original Use Residence

Original Owner George A. Pendleton Original Size of Site/Existing Size

Architect/Designer/Builder

Original Location 3877 Harney St.{(moved 1962)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Architectural/Ethnic Style Tyo atorv wood {rame

Unique Features of the Design:
Construction Method

Detailing

Building Materials

Originality of Design

Other

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Restored ¢. 1928

References: (Con't) Hoover & Remsch Histaryspots inm Coiiformiz

BT Pueblo de san Diego PROTO PE 242 Snytiie s HigtoTry

CURRENT STATUS

Legal Description:
Lot# Block# Subdivision Name

Arbitrary Parcel# - Zoning Census Tract#
Physical Condition of Structure Good [TF] Fair Poor [}
Assessed Value:

“Land fmprovements. Total
Size of Lot/Structure Present Use

Present Owner and Address

_Date Report Filed 8/28/70 By J. Butler
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PEOTOGRAPH-DATA BOOK REPORT -
FISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

DERBY (PENDLETON) HOUSE

01ld Town San Diego, San Diego County, California

ADDRESS: 4017 Harney Street
- OWNER: San Diego County
OCCUBANT: The Historical Shrine Foundation has a
o custodial agreement with the County of
San Diege for the operation of this
USE: Historical House Museum

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

is house has been considered of historical value as "Cther
Structures Considered" under Theme X{ - "The Arts and Sciences",
sub theme C - "Literature, Drama and Music", by the National Survey
of Historic Sites and Buildings conducted by the United States '
Departuent of Interior, National Park Service, becsuse it had been
the home of Lt. George Horatio Derby, 1853-1855, when, writing {during
his leisure time) for the San Diego Herald under the pen nemes of
John P. Squibob and John TPheoenix, he introduced a form of Western
humor which caused him to be recognized as the "father of the mid-
nineteenth cenftury schoolof far Western humor” and America's first
wit", which greatly influenced writers such as Mark Twain and Lewis
Grayland Clark. : '

The building is of architectural significance as a two-shory
structure constructed of pre-fabricated, pre-cut lumbsr shipped
around Cape Horn from New England in 1851 and sssembled entirely
with pegs. It is the only known remaining example of its type in
Southern California.
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HISTORICAY, INFORMATION

The house was erected in 1851 at 3877 Harney Street by Juan Bandini
for his éaughter Dolores and her husband, Captain Charles R. Johnson,

. on property purchased Jenuvary 12, 1850 for $40.00 from Joshua H. Bean,

Alcalda of San Diego, recorded a8 lots 1 and 2, Block 23, (Deed Book E,
p. 157, City).

In 1853, it was rented to Lt., George H. Derby, United States Army, who
had been assigned to San Diego to engineer the turning of San Diego
River into False Bay. BHe had graduated from West Point in 1846 and
served with distinction in the Mexican War. It was while living in
this house that he wrote articles for the San Diego Berald which were
published in book form under the title of "Phoenixiana" in 1855, and
post humously in 1865 as "Squibob Papers".

I
The house was purchased in l855‘hy Captain George Allen Pendletqn, a
member of the State Constitutional Convention in 1849, who lived here
wntil his death in 1871. He had served as County Clerk and Recorder
with offices in his home and kad been a c¢lassmate o General Ulyssis
5. Grant at West Point.

Tn' 1880, it was bought by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kerren who extended the
gable roof of the adobe section until 1t met the frame structure,
forming a new room.

The building reaently was moved, in tact, to its new location at;
LO17 Harney Street. The "7" in the new number will be one of ﬁhe o
from the old address number. _ . . ,_}

~ ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

- The building consists of a two-story frame structure with a one-story

addition to the rear. This addition, originally consisted of a portien
attached to the main house which no~doubt served as the kitchen; and
an adcbe two-rcom separate bullding about 15 feet to fthe rear. The
"new room" was formed when Mr. and Mrs. Kerren joined the two buildings
in 1880. The "new room" became the kitchen and in the adobe there is
a small sitting room with fireplace and a bedroom.

The design is Classic Revival. The two story portion of the building
is 20'-0" x 20'~0Q" and of good design. The windows are speced
symmetrically on all sides on the first and second steries. A porch
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or veranda extends across the front of the building. There are two
front entrances, one opens to a combination parlor and office, the
other leads 1o a hall and staircase. On the second floor, the Master
Bedrcoom extends the entire width of the building at the front; the
second bedroom is at the rear, and a modern bathvroom has been installed
at the head of the stairs.

- The property is enclosed with & prim picket fence and, with the house,
presents a declded New England appearance. There is an interesting
brick walk leading to the front enirances with a triangular shaped
flowerbed in the center. These brick, hand made and fired in a kiln,
came from Thomas Whaley's brick yard a short distaznce back of the house.

EXTERTOR

" Overall Dimensions - The front width is 20'-3", the length is
about T4'-4"; the rear width is 26'-9"including a 5'-9" poﬁch, : K :
offset 10'-6" west of the west line of the two story from% portion. . =

o~

\ . ) . ' !
1 ¢ Foundation - Originally the wood structure rested on mud sills.

i
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Wall Construction - The two-story portion and original kitchen
wereof pre-cut 2 x 4" studs covered on the exterior with 1" x 10"
drop siding, the "new room" has 2" x 4" studing with 1" x 12"
vertical board and batten. Both wood elements had random horizontal
boarding on the interior. The adobe walls are about 8" thick and

plastered on both sides. |
|

!

Porches - The front porch extends across the entire front of the
building with three 8" x 10" columns with & plinth and mouwlding .

at the base about 8" high and a two member moulded cap at the top.
The side porch (west) is 33'-0" long and includes both the adobe
and the "new room” with five 4" x 4" plain posts and 4" deep lintel.
The porch was originally up two risers. '

s T LS AN by e

Chimneys - The chimney from the fromt room fireplace is of brick
with & simple brick cap. The chimney from the adobe portion seems
to be of adobe heavily plastered. .

R N s

Doors - The exterior doors are &'-8" high and usvally 2'-8" wide
with four raised panels on exterior and flush on the inferior.
" They are 1-3/8" thick.

-~
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Windows - Typical windows are 2'-2" x 5'-10", 8 light, I high,
D.E., Froat room (front wall) pair of casements L'-h" x £'-6"

x 1-3/8", each 8 light, 4 high. Under the stairs and opposite
the head of the stair (present bath) are small casements,

21-2" x 2'-6", & 1ight, 2 high. Louvered shutters at windows.

Roof - The roof over all except the two story portion is wood
shingle with an open-gable at the south end and about a 3% in 12
pitch. The pitch continues to sweep down over the west porch,
exposed 2" x 4" rafter edds, all around, . The roof over the two
story portion is very iow piiched hip type compositicon roofing
with about 2'-0" overhang on scroll cut tapered brackets. The
front porch is low pitched, hip type, composition roof with about
~a 12" overhang and moulded cornice carried on a plain lintel.

INTERIOR

Stairway - One straight run of 13 risers, floor to floor height
of 8'-9", fully enclosed with a simple hand ral}, a vestibule at
o bottom, landing at the top.
R
Flooring ~ Wood plank flooring, random wldths, both floors, =
including the dining room. : _ : ERERR T

Walls - Horizontal random boards butted against trim and bage 1n
ihe two story part. Plaster whitewashed in the ‘adobe, with toe
mould base. ' : '

Ceilings - Wood V joint_T&G ceiling boards in the wood frame’
structure. Exposed rafters and sheathing in the adobe.

Doors - Similar to the cxterior doors with 4" top and side rail
and stile, 10" lock rail and g" plus bottom rail.

CTrim - %" x 3/4" plain around doors and w1ndows, with a flush o "é,
™ x 3/4" stop both sides, The 1" x 6" base is bubted against the S
trim of the doors. . . ' '

Hardware - One pair of 3" x 3" iron butts, each door. The shubters ' 3
operate with iron pintels and holds. The large front casements Sn
have a 3" iron bolt at top and bottom. Door locks are surface mount- ki
ed of iron and have key operated dead belts and 23" diameter porce-
lain knobs. Cupboard doors have 11" diameter porcelain knghs.
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Lights - Original lights are very.interesting lantern type snd
appear to be made of brass. Lighis added later are similar
and electrified, '

Fireplaces - The fireplace in the front room of the two-story
portion is on the wall cpposite the entrance, It projects into
the room, has a simple rectangular wood mantelpiece of about 2"
nominal thickness. The fire box is 2'-0" x 2'-Q" with brick
lining and a brick hearth raised about 1" above the floor. The
fireplace in the sitting room of the adobe portion is on the
outside (east} wall, projecting into tke room. It appears to be
of adobe heavily plastered with double splayed sides, with a flet
arch top to the fire box, and receding sloped plains back to the
chimney breast. This swall fire box is raised about two bricks
above the sgimple brick hearth.

REFERENCES

William E., Smythe, Fistory of San Diego, p. 242
Oscar Lewis, Here Lived The Californians, pp. 52-5h
Mrs. June A. Redding, DManuscripts

Hoover & Rensch, Historie Spots in California

Prepared by,

William H. Porter, ATA
Preservation Officer,
San Diego Chapter, AIA

5,

Avgust 1963

APPROVED: Uranles S ’ﬁ&&, DATE: WIO 1963
Charles S. Pope, AJA
Supervising Architect, Historic Structures
Western Office, Design ard Constructlcon
- Nationsl Park Service
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